
 

 

Description, form and scope of the IRP 
The IRP replaces a full-year course and is intended to provide Master’s students with an opportunity to 
develop their ideas and analytic thinking on a topic of their choosing. IRPs may, but are not required to, 
make an original contribution to knowledge. 

 
In the IRP, students are expected to conduct an independent piece of research and develop a critical 
analysis of a topic in a paper that is clearly informed by feminist thinking and/or theory. Typically, 
students will write an essay in which they articulate and develop a particular thesis or argument. The 
form of the IRP is somewhat flexible, however, and should be negotiated between the student and 
supervisor. The scope of the IRP should be guided by the supervisor, and should be revised as necessary 
as the IRP develops, in order to distinguish the project from a thesis and to facilitate the timely 
completion of the IRP. It is possible to combine the written paper with other creative projects, such as a 
film. 

 

http://www.uwo.ca/research/ethics/info/which-reb.htm
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